
Beautiful Covelly  

 

The beautiful English county of Devon is 230 miles (or 375 kilometres) west of London. It is the home of 

Clovelly, the only privately owned village in England.  

STREET LIFE  

Clovelly is a picturesque fishing village. It has a population of 443 and one 

main street. The street is very steep and runs 400 feet (120 metres) from the 

top down to the sea. It is too steep and too narrow  for cars to use and until 

1990 donkeys carried everything, including fish and the post. The New Inn, 

a hotel, used donkeys to transport its laundry, beer barrels and customers’ 

luggage. The donkeys even carried the customers, but today they can only 

carry a limited weight so they aren’t allowed to carry adults. Mostly they 
give rides to children and they are happy to pose for photographs!  

The local people use sledges to bring things down the hill and you can see them pulling their shopping home 

on them or taking their rubbish away. 

FAST FOOD  

Like many old villages in England, Clovelly has its legends. The most famous is the story of a family of 

cannibals who lived in a cave along the coast. The story of John Gregg appears in a book first published in the 

late 18th century. According to the legend, Gregg and his family lived in a cave near Clovelly for 25 years, 

and they never went into the village or any of the villages nearby. During the time the Greggs lived in the cave 
they robbed more than one thousand people, then they killed them and ate their bodies.   

PUNISHMENT 

Eventually somebody discovered the Greggs and the king himself, with 400 of his men, went to the cave and 

arrested the family. When the king’s men entered the cave the legend says that they found barrels containing 

the arms, legs, hands and feet of the victims, who included women and children. The king took John Gregg’s 

large family, his wife, 8 sons, 6 daughters, 18 grandsons and 14 granddaughters to Exeter, where he executed 

them without trial. It’s a great story, but it’s probably not true. People think that smugglers told this story to 

frighten people away from the caves where they hid their goods.  

A WIZARD  

On the beach below the village there is a waterfall and behind the waterfall there is a cave. Another legend 

says that Merlin the magician was born in this cave.  Everybody likes Clovelly’s beautiful white houses and 

colourful flowers, which hang in baskets along the main street. The shops, the café and pubs are charming. 

Rudyard Kipling wrote about Clovelly in one of his books, Stalky & Co, as did Charles Dickens in A Message 

from the Sea. A famous artist, William Turner, painted a picture of the village which you can see in the 
National Gallery of Ireland in Dublin.  



IF YOU GO... 

Access to Clovelly is through the Visitor Centre which opens at 9 o’clock every day.  There are a lot of other 

interesting and beautiful places to see around Clovelly: Hartland Abbey, built in 1152. In 2008 the BBC 

filmed a television series there, Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen. You can visit the house, gardens, beach 
walk, exhibitions and tea rooms from March 30th to October 5th, 2014. 

Just a bit further away is the Isle of Lundy. It is the biggest island in the Bristol Channel. In 2005 the island 

received the title of Britain’s “Tenth Natural Wonder.” From April to October you can reach the island by boat 

but for the rest of the year you have to travel to it by helicopter. If you want to have a holiday there, you can 
choose to stay in a lighthouse, a castle, a Victorian mansion or a campsite as well as holiday apartments. 

Reading comprehension 

Read the article and eliminate from the list below the three pieces of information that are not  
contained in the article. 
 
1)  Clovelly is in the county of Devon, almost 400 km west of London. 
2)  Clovelly is the only privately owned village in England. 
3)  It is a small fishing village with a population of 443. 
4)  The novelist Charles Kingsley lived here as a child. 
5)  The main street goes from the top down to the sea, and is more than 100 metres long. 
6)  The village's main street is very narrow and steep, so it isn’t accessible by car. 
7)  In 1838, 12 fishing boats left Clovelly harbour but, because of a terrible storm in the Bristol Channel, 

only one returned. 
8)  According to legend, Gregg and his large family of cannibals once lived in a cave near the sea. 
9)  Sledges are used for most deliveries in Clovelly. 
10) Clovelly hosts three annual events with folk music and food stalls. 
11) The New Inn hotel uses donkeys to transport goods, and these donkeys also give rides to children. 
 

Vocabulary 

Let’s review family names. Complete: 
1) …………………… and father 

2) husband and …………………… 

3) …………………… and sister-in-law 

4) …………………… and dad 

5) son and …………………… 

6) ……………………  and sister 

7) ……………………  and niece 

8) ……………………  and grandpa 

9) aunt and …………………… 

10) ……………………  and wife 

11) grandson and …………………… 

12) Your aunt’s or uncle’s child is your …………………… . 

13) The collective word for brothers and sisters is …………………… . 

14) The person you are married to, i.e. your husband or wife, is your …………………… . 

15) The members of your spouse’s family are your …………………… . 

16) Your spouse’s father is your …………………… . 

17) Your spouse’s mother is your……………………  . 

18) Your spouse’s brother is your …………………… . 

19) Your spouse’s sister is your …………………… . 

20) Your son’s wife is your …………………… . 

21) Your daughter’s husband is your …………………… . 

22) Your mother’s husband, if he isn’t your biological father, is your …………………… . 

23) Your father’s wife, if she isn’t your biological mother, is your …………………… . 

24) Your spouse’s son, if he isn’t your biological son, is your …………………… . 

25) Your spouse’s daughter, if she isn’t your biological daughter, is your …………………… . 

26) Your stepmother’s or stepfather’s son is your …………………… . 

27) Your stepmother’s or stepfather’s daughter is your …………………… . 



 

KEY READING 
not mentioned in the article 4, 7, 10 
 
KEY VOCABULARY 
1) mother 
2) wife 
3) brother-in-law 
4) mum 
5) daughter 
6) brother 
7) nephew 
8) grandma 
9) uncle 
10) husband 
11) granddaughter 
12) cousin 
13) siblings 
14) spouse 
15) in-laws 
16) father-in-law 
17) mother-in-law 
18) brother-in-law 
19) sister-in-law 
20) daughter-in-law 
21) son-in-law 
22) stepfather 
23) stepmother 
24) step-son 
25) step-daughter 
26) step-brother 
27) step-sister 


