EASY EMNSLISH J7 THIS MONTH

BY CONOR GLEESON

LANGUAGE LEVEL: A2-PRE-INTERMEDIATE

Como ocurre aqui el Dia de los inocentes, en el Reino
Unido el 1 de abril es ta jornada para gastar bromas,
especialmente, desde los medios de comunicacién.

n April 1st, 1957, British
TV's most imporiant
naws programme, Pano-
rama, closed its edition
with an unusual story

presented by Richard Dimbleby,
the country’s most respected jour-
nalist. Dimbleby explained now, af-
ter a mild’ winter, Swiss farmers

Best of BBC Hoaxes

Over the years, rather
surprisingly, the BBC,
the most respected
media organisation

in the world, has
been one of the
greatest sources®

of April Fools.

In 1974, Patrick
Moore, the UK's most
famous astronomer,
announced on BBC
Radio thata ence-
in-a-lifetime
astronomical event
was going to occur at
9.47am on April Tst.
The planet Pluto
would pass behind
Jupiter, tempoerarily
altering the Earth's
gravity. People

room!

umping in the air at
this moment would
feel they were floating.
Hundreds of people
rang the BBC
‘confirming’ the event.
One wornan said she
and 11 friends actually
floated around the

fn 1980, BBC Radio
reported that Big Ben
was going o be
rnedernised with a
digital readout®.

The public could buy
the old clock hands®.
A lapanese seaman
rang the BBC from
mid-Atlantic with an
offer. Thousands of
other listeners rang

were experiencing an enormous
spaghetti harvest®. A short film
showed peasants® pulling spaghet-
ti strands® off trees and putting
them in baskets®.

The BBC 'Spaghetti Harvest' is
one of the most famous April Fools'
Day® hoaxes” of all time — millions of
people believed the story and hun-

to object to the plan.
Finally, iust two years
ago, BBCTV
broadcast® a series
called Miraclesof
Evolution. Inone
programme they
‘showed’ penguins
flying thousands

of miles from the
Antarctic, inthe
middle of winter,

to the rainforests

of Seuth America to
“spend the winter
hasking ’
inthe
tropical
sun®®”.

dreds rang the corporation agking
hiow to cultivate thelr own spaghsttl
trees at home. In those days,
spaghetti was a rarity’ in Britain,

UNCLEAR QRIGING

The custom of playing practical
jokes’ on April 1st goes back hun-
dreds of years, and is practised in
many countries arcund the world,
but the origins are unclear. The
most popuiar theory is that when
the Gregorian calendar was
changed in 1582, moving the start
of the year from the end of March to
January lst, those who continued
to chserve the old date were the vic-
tims of jokes.

GROWING POPULARITY

April Fools' Day jokes have become
very popular in the UK in recent
decades, especially in the media.
This popularity probably began
with the sophisticated hoax, based
on printers’™ terminclogy, perpe-
trated by The Guardian in 1977,
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