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Recollections : ten stories on five themes

An anthology of ten short stories by well-known modern authors. The
stories are arranged in pairs and explore five themes which reflect
critical moments in the lives of the central characters, from youth to old
age.

Ten little Indians
Alexie, Sherman

Sherman Alexie offers nine poignant and emotionally resonant stories
about Native Americans who find themselves at personal and cultural
crossroads. In 'The Life and Times of Estelle Walks Above', an
intellectual feminist Spokane Indian woman saves the lives of dozens of
white women all around her, to the bewilderment of her only child. In
'Do You Know Where I Am?' two college sweethearts rescue a lost cat - a
simple act that has profound moral consequences for the rest of their
lives together. In 'What You Pawn I Will Redeem’, a homeless Indian
man must raise $1,000 in twenty-four hours to buy back the fancy
dance outfit stolen from his grandmother fifty years earlier.

The boy in the striped pyjamas
Boyne, John

Berlin, 1942: When Bruno returns home from school one day, he
discovers that his belongings are being packed in crates. His father has
received a promotion and the family must move to a new house far, far
away, where there is no one to play with and nothing to do. A tall fence
stretches as far as the eye can see and cuts him off from the strange
people in the distance.

But Bruno longs to be an explorer and decides that there must be more
to this desolate new place than meets the eye. While exploring his new
environment, he meets another boy whose life and circumstances are
very different from his own, and their meeting results in a friendship
that has devastating consequences.



Stories of ingenious crime and
inspired detection in

THE ADVENTURES
SHERLOCK HOLMES

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

The adventures of Sherlock Holmes
Conan Doyle, Sir Arthur

Containing some of Sherlock Holmes’s most famous cases, in which his
eagle eye and brilliant brain are stretched to their limits.

Boy
Dahl, Roald

Roald Dahl tells the story of his own early days, from his birth in Wales
to his years at boarding school in England.

The London eye mystery
Dowd, Siobhan

Monday, 24 May, 11.32 a.m. Ted and Kat watch their cousin Salim get
on board the London Eye. He turns and waves and the pod rises from
the ground.

Monday, 24 May, 12.02 p.m. The pod lands and the doors open. People
exit in all shapes and sizes - but where is Salim?

Ted and his older sister Kat become sleuthing partners since the police
are having no luck. Despite their prickly relationship, they overcome
their differences to follow a trail of clues across London in a desperate
bid to find their cousin. And ultimately it comes down to Ted, whose
brain runs on its own unique operating system, to find the key to the
mystery.

Recomendado para 1° avanzado
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Skipping Christmas
Grisham, John

Imagine a year without Christmas. No crowded shops, no corny office
parties, no fruitcakes, no unwanted presents. That's just what Luther
and Nora Krank have in mind when they decide that, just this once,
they'll skip the holiday altogether. Theirs will be the only house on the
street without a rooftop Frosty the snowman; they won't be hosting
their annual Christmas Eve bash; they aren't even going to have a tree.
They won't need one, because come December 25 they're setting sail on
a Caribbean cruise. But, as this weary couple is about to discover,
skipping Christmas brings enormous consequences - and isn't half as
easy as they'd imagined.

The curious incident of the dog in the night-time
Haddon, Mark

Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world
and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. He relates well
to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. He cannot
stand to be touched. And he detests the color yellow.

Although gifted with a superbly logical brain, for fifteen-year-old
Christopher everyday interactions and admonishments have little
meaning. He lives on patterns, rules, and a diagram kept in his pocket.
Then one day, a neighbor's dog, Wellington, is killed and his carefully
constructive universe is threatened. Christopher sets out to solve the
murder in the style of his favourite (logical) detective, Sherlock Holmes.
What follows makes for a novel that is funny, poignant and fascinating
in its portrayal of a person whose curse and blessing are a mind that
perceives the world entirely literally.

The girl on the train
Hawkins, Paula
EVERY DAY THE SAME

Rachel takes the same commuter train every morning and night. Every
day she rattles down the track, flashes past a stretch of cozy suburban
homes, and stops at the signal that allows her to daily watch the same
couple breakfasting on their deck. She's even started to feel like she
knows them. Jess and Jason, she calls them. Their life—as she sees it—is
perfect. Not unlike the life she recently lost.

UNTIL TODAY

And then she sees something shocking. It's only a minute until the train
moves on, but it's enough. Now everything's changed. Unable to keep it
to herself, Rachel goes to the police. But is she really as unreliable as
they say? Soon she is deeply entangled not only in the investigation but
in the lives of everyone involved. Has she done more harm than good?
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How to be good
Hornby, Nick

Katie Carr is certainly trying to be. That's why she became a GP. That's
why she cares about Third World debt and homelessness, and struggles
to raise her children with a conscience. It's also why she puts up with
her husband David, the self-styled Angriest Man in Holloway. But one
fateful day, she finds herself in a Leeds parking lot, having just slept
with another man. What Katie doesn't yet realize is that her fall from
grace is just the first step on a spiritual journey more torturous than the
interstate at rush hour. Because, prompted by his wife's actions, David
is about to stop being angry. He's about to become good--not politically
correct, organic-food-eating good, but good in the fashion of the
Gospels. And that's no easier in modern-day Holloway than it was in
ancient Israel.

Brave new world
Huxley, Aldous

Far in the future, the World Controllers have created the ideal society.
Through clever use of genetic engineering, brainwashing and
recreational sex and drugs, all its members are happy consumers.
Bernard Marx seems alone harbouring an ill-defined longing to break
free. A visit to one of the few remaining Savage Reservations, where the
old, imperfect life still continues, may be the cure for his distress...

Recomendado para C1

The No.1 ladies’ detective agency
McCall Smith, Alexander

The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series tells the story of the
delightfully cunning and enormously engaging Precious Ramotswe, who
is drawn to her profession to “help people with problems in their lives.”
Immediately upon setting up shop in a small storefront in Gaborone,
she is hired to track down a missing husband, uncover a con man, and
follow a wayward daughter. But the case that tugs at her heart, and
lands her in danger, is a missing eleven-year-old boy, who may have
been snatched by witchdoctors.

Hateship, friendship, courtship, loveship, marriage
Munro, Alice

A tough-minded housekeeper jettisons the habits of a lifetime because
of a teenager's practical joke. A college student visiting her brassy,
unconventional aunt stumbles on an astonishing secret and its meaning
in her own life. An incorrigible philanderer responds with unexpected
grace to his wife's nursing-home romance.

Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage is Munro at her
best, tirelessly observant, serenely free of illusion, deeply and gloriously
humane.
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My sister lives on the mantelpiece
Pitcher, Annabel

Ten-year-old Jamie hasn't cried since it happened. He knows he should
have—Jasmine cried, Mum cried, Dad still cries. Roger didn't, but then
he is just a cat and didn't know Rose that well, really.

Everyone kept saying it would get better with time, but that's just one of
those lies that grown-ups tell in awkward situations. Five years on, it's
worse than ever: Dad drinks, Mum's gone and Jamie's left with
questions that he must answer for himself.

This is his story, an unflinchingly real yet heart-warming account of a
young boy's struggle to make sense of the loss that tore his family
apart.

An inspector calls
Priestley, J.B.

The action of the play occurs in an English industrial city, where a young
girl commits suicide and an eminently respectable British family is
subject to a routine inquiry in connection with the death. An inspector
calls to interrogate the family, and during the course of his questioning,
all members of the group are implicated lightly or deeply in the girl's
undoing. The family, closely knit and friendly at the beginning of the
evening, is shown up as selfish, self-centered or cowardly, its good
humor turning to acid, and good fellowship to dislike, before the
evening is over. The surprising revelation, however, is in the inspector...

Recomendado para 1° avanzado - Teatro

Shirley Valentine
Russell, Willy

Shirley Valentine is a one-character play by Willy Russell. Taking the
form of a monologue by a middle-aged, working class Liverpool
housewife, it focuses on her life before and after a transforming holiday
abroad.

Recomendado para 1° avanzado - Teatro

Grey area and other stories
Self, Will

Nine new stories from the fiendishly witty Will Self, whose limitless
imagination and technical brilliance have made him one of the most
highly praised comic writers.



