R4+

THE
ETYMOLOGICON

MARK FORSYTH (e y Foalh

The ._.m_om_.mu_,_

What's really in
humble pie?

The English language is rich
in idioms and expressions
which have evolved in
meaning over the centuries,

often arising from trades or
customs which have long
disappeared.

The origins of hundreds of
everyday words and phrases
have been set out in a new
guide.

Its compiler, Mark Forsyth,
has traced them through
«books and writings, some
back as far as Ancient
Greece.

Called The Etymologicon,

the guide studies the influx
of words into English,

" particularly at times of social

change and conflict.

Sir Winston Churchill
emerges as a prolific source
of words, credited with
inventing, among others, the

terms out-tray, social security
and seaplane.

The book also describes how
"hello" was popularised by
the advent of the telephone.
Until then, it had been an
obscure greeting, with people
mostly using good morning,
good day and good night.

Alexander Bell, credited with
inventing the telephone,
had favoured the nautical
"ahoy" as a short, standard
salutation, but it did not catch
on.

The research also shows
that many words entered the
language from India during
the days of the empire,
including shampoo, bungalow,
juggernaut and pundit.

green grocet

chicago

hww.greengrocercnicago.com
S e e

i [owes 3

From The Etymologicon:

Give someone the cold
shoulder - cold shoulder
of mutton was the sort of
leftovers given to unwelcome
house guests.

Wing it — actor learning lines
in the wings.

Hector — from the Trojan
warrior who would challenge
anyone to a fight.

Eat humble pie — a meal
made using the "umbles"
— innards — of deer and
only eaten by the lowliest
servants.

Pavilion — from the French
for butterfly, papillon, which
was the name given to the
tents erected at medieval
tournaments and  jousts,
because they resembled the
insect's wings.

Pidgin English — from the
pronunciation of"business" by
Chinese traders encountered
by British merchants in the
19th century.

Let the cat out of the bag —
In medieval markets, piglets
were sold in bags — but a
common con was to switch
the valuable animal for a
worthless cat or dog: if they
discovered the ruse, they let
the cat out of the bag.

Champion — from the Latin
for field, campus. The best
soldiers in the field were
called campiones, hence
champions.

In the doghouse - from
Peter Pan. In JM Barrie's
1911 novel, Mr Darling forces
the dog to sleep in the kennel,
and as a result the children
disappear. As penance, he
sleeps there himself.

Hoax - from  hocus-
pocus, which was used by
Protestants to ridicule the rite
of consecration carried out in
the course of Catholic mass,
which includes the phrase
"Hoc est corpus meum"
("This is my body").

Average - from an old

French term avarie, meaning
"damage done to a ship".
Vessels were often co-owned
and when repairs were
carried out, owners were
expected to pay an equal

share — the average.

Bizarre - from the Basque
word for beard, bizar,
because when bearded
Spanish soldiers arrived in
remote Pyrenean villages,
locals thought them odd.

Pass the buck - from the
horn of a deer (buck), which
was commonly used as a
knife handle. The phrase
emerged nineteenth
century America, from when
poker players would signify
the dealer for each game by
stabbing a knife into the table
in front of him.

Grocer — one who buys in
gross.

Kiosk — Turkish word for
palace, which gradually
became less grand as it
moved westward across
Europe.

|insTany 1neas|



