
 

NOMADLAND 

Based on the book by Jessica Bruder, Nomadland is an Oscar-winning drama (Best 

Picture, Best Director and Best Actress) starring Frances McDormand and directed by 

Chinese-American Chloé Zhao. 

The film tells the story of Fern, a widow who takes to the road after the closure of the 

mine in Empire (Nevada), the town where she used to work and reside with her late 

husband. She lives in her van and travels through the American West in search of 

temporary jobs. In Fern’s own words, she is ‘not homeless, just houseless’.   

Eager to work, Fern, who has previously worked as a substitute teacher, cycles through a 

variety of odd jobs. Temping for Amazon, working as a camp hostess or in a fast-food 

restaurant, the only constant in her life seems to be her itinerant lifestyle. As the story 

unfolds, she becomes attached to Dave, a fellow wanderer, and she has to choose between 

her wanderlust or settling down. 

Covering many aspects of life, Nomadland manages to touch on basically everything that 

comes with being human. Some of its themes include freedom, connection to nature, 

relationships, the search for one's tribe, economic conditions, making the most of life and 

honouring the dead. 

This feature film has been widely praised for its great acting and direction, and deservedly 

so. Its thought-provoking plot, coupled with pithy dialogue and evocative scenes of life 

in the wild, make it an introspective and extremely moving drama. Zhao's work comes 

close to documenting modern nomads, offering us a glimpse into the lives of the real-life 

wanderers who form part of the cast, Linda May, Swankie and Bob Wells. As for 

McDormand's performance, it can be described as truly memorable. Another noteworthy 

aspect is the soundtrack, subtle but effective in playing with the audience's emotions. 

Finally, literary and musical references such as William Shakespeare's “Sonnet 18”, or 

the lyrics from Morrissey’s song Home Is A Question Mark contribute to the overall feel 

of the film. 

There is no doubt that it is a brilliant piece of filmmaking, but what makes it truly unique 

is its sensitivity. All in all, it is well worth seeing. 

You can find the Nomadland DVD in our library.  


